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. SEVENTH-DAY, THIRD MONTH 26, 1887. 
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a watch, O Lord! before my mouth, and keep 
the door of my lips.” 

10th. One of our dear children, Phebe Jane 
Underhill, from the State of New York, who has 
been very sick for two weeks past, and for the 
last week, both day and night, in such suffering 
and distress as I never witnessed, was this morn- 
ing quietly released from her sufferings. Poor 
dear child! never while I live, will her sufferings 
and distress be forgotten by me. I desire it may 
prove a loud call to be diligent and fervent 
in doing my day’s work while time is afforded. 
Strengthen me, O Heavenly Father! in the ful- 
filment of every duty—to thee, to myself, and 
all with whom I have to do. 

22nd. Oh how stripped, tempted, tossed and 
tried, was I through the forepart of yesterday, 
and the night preceding! In the afternoon, very 
unexpectedly, help came, so that all within me 
was hushed ; and the language sounded, solemnly 
and awfully so to my soul: “ Behold the bride- 
groom cometh, go ye forth to meet Him.” And, 
“Behold I come quickly :” “to give unto every 
man according as his work shall be.” I received 
it, and gladly would I have retained it in my 
own bosom. But the impression to impart came 
so with it, that I dared not withhold, though I 
feared to speak. The conflict was great. The 
woe to the unfaithful shepherds vividly arose. | 
strove, and I prayed saying: Give, O Heavenly 
Father! a little more evidence. When this lan- 
guage followed, “This is my beloved Son, hear 
Him.” I arose, and tremblingly made the 

ittle offering. From the feeling which has since 

attended, I humbly trust it was accepted by Him 
who sees and knows all things. 

Fourth Mo. 17th. I should have noted a good 
meeting we had this day a week ago. A num- 


ber of the Committee were with us, among whom 


were dear William and Elizabeth Evans. The 
former was excellent in testimony, and the latter 
in supplication. The trials and sufferings of the 
present day will, I believe, if rightly abode 
under, deepen those exercised thereby in the root 
and power of religion. Oh! that a pure and 
living ministry may be preserved unto us as a 
people; that the Lord would still manifest him- 
self amongst us, as in the beginning; and that 
his servants and hand-maidens may be willing to 
“tarry, as at Jerusalem, till endued with power 
from on high.” Then I believe there still would 
be a gathering unto this people; and we should 
know the Lord’s arm stretched out for our help 
and deliverance. 
(To be continued.) 


An Inquiry into the Character and Tendencies 
of Secret Societies. 


(Continued from page 260.) 

Passing over the next three degrees, we come 
to the seventh, known as the Royal Arch degree, 
which is taken in a lodge called a chapter. Its 
members, instead of being called brothers, as in 
the lower degrees, are there styled companions. 
In addition to the oaths previously taken, the 
candidate, with hands on the Bible, proceeds: 
“I furthermore promise and swear, that I will 
aid and assist a companion Royal. Arch Mason 
when engaged in any difficulty, and espouse his 
cause so far as to extricate him from the same, 
if within my power, whether he be right or wrong.” 
Also that “a companion Royal Arch Mason’s 
secrets, given me in charge as such, shall remain 
as secure and inviolable in my breast as in his 
own, murder and treason not excepted.” Not- 
withstanding the hand may be laid upon the 
Scriptures while the lips pronounce the aforesaid 
promises, yet one may vainly turn the pages of 


Holy Writ to find support for such unrighteous 
and unholy doctrine, whereby a solemn covenant 
is entered into which may make the candidate a 
partaker in his “companion’s” guilt. We need 
go no further into the evident evil tendencies of 
such obligations than simply to emphasize the 
query put by Finney: “Are such men to be 
safely intrusted with office, either in Church or 
State?” 

But the candidate, in this degree, makes an- 
other mischievous, and a politically dangerous 
averment, to wit: “I will promote a companion 
Royal Arch Mason’s political preferment in - 
ference to another of equal qualifications.” The 
degree to which Freemasons have reached out 
for political power has already been briefly 
alluded to. Something further, as to the danger 
in this direction may pertinently be added. 

Ata banquet last year, tendered by the Knights 
Templar of San Francisco, to the late General 
John A. Logan, the latter—who would scarcely 
have been called a religious man—declared,— 
“Our organization [Freemasonry] is better and 
greater than all the others you can find in the 
world. Christianity itself advances under the 
light of the mystic tie. * * The mystic tie 
[Freemasonry] has a controlling influence in 
every government on God’s earth.” 

The Editor of The American, of Washington, 
who is in a position to know whereof he affirms, 
gives the following instances in commenting on 
the Logan speech: “‘A man would be blind,’ 
said a clerk in one of the departments in Wash- 
ington, ‘who could not see that secret societies 
control these departments.’ Said another: ‘A 
ring of Knights owe oa run this department.’ 
These and other similar remarks from employ- 
ees who have had opportunity to know, simply 
coincide with General Logan’s declaration. 
‘Men ask endorsement,’ said an ex-senator, ‘ on 
the ground that they belong to certain lodges 
and can control the votes of those lodges. Hence 
it comes to pass that lodge men largely hold 
offices.’ ” 

Now, the heir apparent of the British Empire, 
the Prince of Wales, is a member and (I believe) 
the head of the Masonic order in Great Britain. 
The AngloSaxon race having thus committed 
such great power to this secret, oath-bound order, 
can it be said that “the kingdoms of this world” 
are in the way of approach to that open acknow- 
ledgement of the Son’s dominion in which it may 
be said that they “are become the kingdomsof our 
Lord and of his Christ.” But we behold another 
great power, rising side by side with Freema- 
sonry, strenuously opposed to the latter, and 
making no secret of its thirst for and intention 
to rule, to wit, the Roman Curia. In the late 
Encyclical of the Pope, it may be remembered, 
the “faithful” were encouraged to endeavor after 
places of trust and influence. At a reception 
for Romanists only, given to a Cardinal in Wash- 
ington City lately, there were present, amongst 
others, the President’s private secretary, two 
members of the Cabinet, the Marshal of the 
District, and the general second in command in 
the army. The commanding general himself is 
closely connected with the denomination named. 
Likewise, at the Capital, a great Catholic Uni- 
versity is about to be erected, so that in many 
ways the influence of the Roman Curia is likely 
to be felt in the near future. The full signifi- 
cance of the present greatly talked of visit of 
Cardinal Gibbons to the Pope may not be known 
to this generation. To refer to the first ecclesi- 
astical authority (so claimed) the alleged secret 
features of the Knights of Labor organization, 
of which organization the “Grand Master Work- 


man,” T. V. Powderly, is a Romanist, and to 
obtain the Pope’s recognition of the order, or at 
least to remove his alleged opposition to it, were 
the ostensible objects of the Cardinal’s errand, 
The claims of, and dangers from, Freemasonry, in 
this country, were doubtless subjects that received 
attention. What contests may be in store in the 
future, when these two forces come, as they seem 
likely to do, into collision, we may leave, It is 
for us to keep out of the secrecy and the dark. 
ness, and remain in the light. As to the rest, 
there are those who believe that the vision of 
that faithful man of God, Joseph Hoag, was that 
of a true seer, and that the signs of the times 
seem to indicate a hastening toward its further 
fulfilment. 

Returning to Finney’s book, and passing over 
the chapter concerning the obligation of adherin 
Masons to persecute those who secede, or rev 
their secrets, we come to the degree of Templar 
and Knight of Malta, the oath of which, it is 
stated, is taken by the candidate, drinking wine 
out of a human skull, and pronouncing a double 
imprecation upon himself should he knowingly 
or wilfully violate any obligation then taken, 
or that he should at any future period take, 
One who renounced Masonry, Avery Allyn, thus 
speaks of his experience in this connection : 

“When I received this degree I objected to 
drink from the human skull, and to take the 
profane oath required by the rules of the order, 
I observed to the Most Eminent that I supposed 
that that part of the ceremony would be dispensed 
with. The Sir Knights charged upon me, and 
the Most Eminent said: ‘ Pilgrim, you here see 
the swords of your companions drawn to defend 
you in the discharge of every duty we require of 
you. They are also drawn to avenge any violation 
of the rules of our order. We expect you to 
proceed.’ A clergyman, an acquaintance of 
mine, came forward, and said : ‘Companion Allyn, 
this part of the ceremonies is never dispensed 
with. I, and all the Sir Knights have drank 
from the cup and taken the fifth libation. It is 
perfectly proper, and will be qualified to your 
satisfaction.’ I then drank of the cup of double 
damnation.” 

The blasphemous procedure of the order is 
further illustrated by the ceremonies in connee- 
tion with the “ Knights of the East and West,” 
where one styled the “ All Puissant” opens seven 
seals successively, and seven trumpets are sounded, 
The candidate for the Royal Arch degree, when 
asked if he is a Royal Arch Mason, replies, “I 
am that I am,” therein profanely taking to himself 
the name of the God of Israel. Finney very 
forcibly sums up this part of his subject as 
follows: 

“What a shocking misapplication and mis 
representation do we find here! And the cases 
are numerous in which, as I have said, the most 
solemn passages [in the Bible] are used in their 
mummeries and childish ceremonies, in so shock- 
ing a manner that we can hardly endure to read 
them. I beg my Christian readers to examine 
these books for themselves, and then see what 
they think of the assertions of so many professors 
of religion, and even of professed Christian 
ministers, that ‘there is nothing in Freemasonry 
inconsistent with the religion of Jesus Christ’ 
I cannot imagine anything more directly cal 
culated to bring the [Bible] into contempt than 
such a use of it in Masonic lodges. It is enough 
to make one’s blood curdle in his veins to think 
that a Christian minister, or any Christian what- 
ever should allow himself to pass through such 
an abominable scene as is frequently represented 
in the degrees of Masonry :—multiplying theif 
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For “‘ The Friend.”’ 
Optical Phenomena. 

Having occasion during a very foggy evening 
in the early part of the Second Month to pass 
near the Rail Road Station, I was interested in 
noticing what seemed like a dense black smoke 
rising perpendicularly from one of the lamps, 
and enlarging as it ascended, so as to form an 
inverted cone of darkness, whose point was the 
top of the lamp. It was evidently the shadow of 
this top of the lamp, and must always be there when 
the lamp is burning; but as this shadow is not 
any material substance, but a simple absence of 
light, it is not commonly visible. In the present 
case the surrounding fog was made luminous by 
the light of the lamp; and the contrast of its 
illumination with the dark cone, gave the latter 
the appearance of a material object. A similar 
cone of darkness, having its point in the side of 
the earth farthest from the sun, must ever be 
sweeping through space as the earth performs its 
annual circuit around the sun; but there is 
nothing to make us sensible of it, except when 
the moon occasionally enters its limits, and 
becomes eclipsed, by the earth shutting off the 
light of the sun, to which its usual brightness is 
due. 

I was reminded of a somewhat similar cone of 
light (not of shade) which I had observed rising 
from one of the street electric lights in German- 
town. In that case there was nothing to obstruct 
the rays of light from ascending ; and I suppose 
the brilliancy of the electric flame was such that 
it rendered the particles of paper or dust in the 
atmosphere on which it fell, sufficiently luminous 
to make them visible, and thus produce a faint 
glow like that of an aurora. J. W. 


For “* The Friend.” 

The selections from the diary of our late valued 
friend, Abigail W. Hall, are no doubt interesting 
and comforting to many readers of “The Friend.” 
We desire the encouragement of the compiler. 
In reading the account of attending a meeting 
at West Chester, when Elizabeth Evans minis- 
tered from the text: “Fear not thou worm 
Jacob,” &c., an incident was brought to mind, 
which then took place, but which is not included 
in the published narrative. After speaking for 
some time very impressively and encouragingly 
from the text above alluded to, she remained 
standing in silence for some little time, then 
commenced again in words like these (if recol- 
lection serves correctly at this distant day), “Is 
it possible that there is in the present company, 
a single individual who has doubts of future re- 
wards and punishments, or in the existence of a 
Supreme Being?” enlarging thereon. It was a 
startling inquiry, and to the writer, strikingly 
impressive. 

On our way to meeting that morning, one of 
the most prominent citizens of the place, a lawyer 
of high standing in his profession, wealthy, and 
esteemed as a moral man, but who was thought 
to be an unbeliever, was invited to accompany 
us to meeting. The invitation was accepted, and 
no doubt he was the cause of our dear friend’s 
exercise. The meeting was altogether a memor- 


able one. ft te 2 


A boy who was taunted by his neighbor in the 
class for failing in a protracted attempt to answer 
a hard question, replied : “‘ Well, I would rather 
try and fail, than do as you did,—sit still and do 
nothing.” 

“Failure after long perseverance is much 
grander than never to have a striving good 
enough to be called a failure.” —Selected. 


For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
A WINTER THUNDER STORM, 
Second Mo. 18th, 1887. 


And is this winter? Have we slept, 
And passed the hours in dreaming, 

Till summer’s reign upon us crept, 
Without spring’s intervening ? 


For surely never summer hills, 
In all their emerald splendor, 

Nor leafy wood, whose shadow thrills 
With zephyrs warm and tender, 


Have ever raised to grander cloud, 
Or bowed a darker under, 

Or ever echoed peal more loud 
Of awe-inspiring thunder. 


From height to height with lurid glow, 
The vivid lightning flashes, 

While downward in resistless flow 
The raining torrent dashes. 


’Tis strange to sit by glowing coal, 
While tropic storm is raging, 
And hear in battle’s din and roll, 

The elements engaging. 


How impotent man’s vaunted power, 
We cannot fail of feeling, 

As silent in this awful hour, 
Our hearts are dumbly kneeling 


Before the Might that rules the world, 
In deep and reverent wonder, 

That has the lightning’s flag unfurled, 
And rides upon the endiee. 


At last the cloud gates seem to close, 
The tempest’s force is ending ; 
And slowly on a calm repose, 
The veil of night’s descending. 


Still, far away, in fitful play, 
The electric glory lightens— 
While from the west a silver ray 
On humid nature brightens. 


And thus, perchance, when winter lies 
Upon the heart so dreary, 

When bleak and cheerless seem the skies, 
And soul and brain are weary ; 


When long we've heard no song of bird 
To thrill with note entrancing ; 

And thro’ the spirit’s mazes stirred 
No sunbeam’s golden glancing, 


It may be that a flash will rend 
The gathered clouds asunder, 
And from on high a voice descend 

In living tones of thunder, 


And sweeter sound than choral hymn 
Be woke for our possessing, 

And even as from Gerizim, 
May be pronounced a blessing. 


oe 
For ‘‘ The Friend.” 
ASPIRATION. 


O! Righteous Father, in thy time 
Dispel this darkness by thy light; 
And let this troubled soul of mine 
Be changed from blindness into sight. 


Long has thy presence from my view 
Been hid, my faith in Thee to try. 
O Lord! my strength in Thee renew, 
And hear my plaintive hourly cry. 


If in displeasure thou hast thrust 
Me from thy presence evermore, 

I must submit, and say, “’Tis just ;” 
Though without Thee, whom I adore. 


But hope’s an anchor to the soul, 
And o’er the wave a gleam of light 
Ts shed, my spirit to console, 
Which makes my pathway seem more bright. 


So, spirit, raise thy drooping head, 

And turn thy downcast eyes toward heaven; 
But let the dead inter their dead, 

And walk thou in the light that’s given. 


Japanese Version of an Ancient Fable, 


The following is taken from a volume of gep. 
mons of a Japanese Buddhist moralist, published 
under the title of “‘ The Sermons of the Dove-like 
Venerable Master ;” and translated for The In- 
dependent. 


In some city there was to be performed the 
ceremony of marriage, and it was decided to call 
in, as guests, the elders and principal men of the 
street. By the time that the feast was prepared, 
they came in and all went to their respective seats, 
according to seniority, and sat down with their 
legs bent. In a short time wine was set, and 
every one was expected to drink some. All 
drank and were merry ; but there was one elderly 
man who so disliked it as to be liable to become 
intoxicated with even a quantity equal to a drop 
of dew sparkling on a bamboo leaf. He, from 
the first, seemed to be very little interested, and 
somewhat embarrassed, which, the master of the 
house noticing, went to him and said, respectfully: 
“You do not like wine, I suppose. You must 
be tired, I fear. Will you not take some things 
which are sweet?” So saying, he went and 
brought a beautiful china vase full of candy-balls, 
All the guests praised the sensible act of the 
master, and pressed the old man to eat them 
freely. The old gentleman, who was in truth 
very glad to be thus spoken to, could not refrain 
from thrusting his hand into the vase. He first 
felt his hand little pressed by the sides of the 
opening, but had patience enough to thrust in 
more and more, till the whole hand went in, 
when, to his great surprise, on attempting to draw 
it out, he found it impossible to do so. He tried 
every means, first turning his hand round, then 
pulling the vase by the other hand, and attempt 
ing many other kindred things, all of which 
proving to no purpose, he began to despair. This 
attracted the attention of one of the guests sitting 
near by, who asked him what was the matter. 
“ The hand has become tight, and I feel it difficult 
to draw it out,” answered the old man, with a 
voice which told unmistakably of his serious 
feelings. The guest kindly offered him aid, and 
took hold of the bottom of the vase, while the 
old man attempted to draw his hand out. The 
voices of the two men, unconsciously uttered, in 
putting forth their whole energy, drew the eyes 
of all the persons in the room upon them, who, 
seeing such an incongruous thing taking place 
in the midst of the marriage feast, all burst out 
into loud peals of laughter. The old man alone 
was serious, and, with a countenance ready to 
weep, and with a voice feeble and trembling, 
groaned: “ Painful—unbearable—impossible to 
draw it.” At these words, the mirth and joy 
of the feast was instantly changed into sorrow 
and anxiety ; and there was running to and fro, 
some calling for a physician, and others doing 
the utmost to help him out of this inconvenience. 
At the height of this confusion, rose up one, 
man of great wisdom, seemingly, and thus ad- 
dressed them: “ Please be quiet. I am going to 
speak. I just recollected a story told by some one, 
which will save the life of this venerable get 
tleman. In ancient times there was a noted sage, 
whose name was Shiba-Onko. He, when a little 
boy, was playing beside a large vase full of water, 
when one of his playmates ac-identally fell into 
it. All the other boys, seeing this, ran away and 
left Shiba-Onko alone, who began to deliberate 
upon the way of saving his life. At last he hit 
it, and immeditely taking a stone, with great 
force threw it against the vase, which was thus 
broken, and the boy issued forth from the reat 
without any injury. Now the venerable gentle 





man’s case is of the same kind; and it seems 
meet that I should act the part of Shiba-Onko, 
and break this China vase. Surely the venerable 
gentleman’s arm is worth more than a thousand 
of vases, however high the price.” So speaking, 
he went round, and sat down, ready to strike, 
with a smoking-pipe in his right hand. The old 
man, with some hesitation, held up his vase- 
capped hand. The man struck, and in an instant 
candy balls were seen flying all over the room, 
like snow-flakes. At this, all congratulated him, 
saying : “ You are saved at last,” and looked at 
his hand, the cause of all the troubles, and, to 
their great astonishment, saw the hand taking 
hold of candy-balls, as much as it could grasp at 
once. No wonder that it could not be drawn out. 

Just so with our hearts. If we only drop the 
things we are grasping, then our hands are free, 
and our hearts are also free. Men, however, have 
such obstinate hearts as to persist in taking hold 
of the things they grasped, and therefore it is 
impossible for them to become free or pure. If 
I should speak in this manner it may seem that 
Iam hinting only at gold and silver. No; I 
am not thinking only of these things. There 
are other objects which we covet and want to 
grasp—beauty, learning, glory and rank. Men’s 
hearts lie in these things, and consequently they 
do not listen to our preaching. 


A Tested Remedy.—lIt is related that Bishop 
Kavanagh was one day walking when he met a 
prominent physician, who offered him a seat in 
his carriage. The physician was an infidel, and 
the conversation turned upon religion. 

“T am surprised,” said the doctor, “that such 
an intelligent man as you should believe such an 
old fable as that.” 

The Bishop said, ‘‘ Doctor, suppose years ago 
some one had recommended to you a prescription 
for pulmonary consumption, and you had pro- 
cured the prescription and taken it according to 
order, and had been cured of that terrible disease, 
what would you say of the man who would not 
try your prescription ?” 

“T should say he was a fool.” 

“Twenty-five years ago,” said Kavanagh, “I 
tried the power of God’s grace. It made a dif- 
ferent man of me. All these years I have 
preached salvation, and wherever accepted have 
never known it to fail.” 

What could a doctor say to such a testimony 
as that? And such testimonies are what men 
need to turn them from the error of their ways, 
to the personal experience of the saving power 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.—Selected. 


We have learned pretty well to preach the 


Golden Rule standard to individuals. We tell 
men that they must do as they would be done by, 
orthey have no right to call themselves Christians. 
Itis not quite certain that we apply this rule to the 
conduct of the affairs of nations. When we say 
that the United States, or England, or France, 
or Germany is a Christian nation, do we mean 
that it does to other nations as it would be done 
by? Are we to expect a nation in its international 
relations to be absolutely selfish, or to be unselfish? 
We hold that as between men godliness is gain ; 
do we think of confessing that it can be so between 
nations? Do nations enlarge their territory, im- 
pose restrictions on foreign immigration or foreign 
trade, make treaties or make war, with the idea 
of doing to the other nation as they would have 
that other nation do to them? If a man does 
not obey the Golden Rule is he a Christian man ? 
If'a nation does not obey the Golden Rule is it 
a Christian nation?—The Independent. 
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For “‘ The Friend.” 


Incidents and Reflections—No. 122. 


TAUGHT OF GOD. 

David Ferris was brought up among the Pres- 
byterians in the State of Connecticut, and im- 
bibed with his education the principles generally 
held among them at that time. Through the 
workings of Divine Grace on his heart, and 
without the aid of man, he came to perceive 
clearly “that all right understanding in spiritual 
concerns must proceed from the immediate reve- 
lation of the Holy Spirit ; and that we could not 
come to the knowledge of God, nor of anything 
relating to his kingdom without it. 

“ This belief was very different from that held 
by the people I made profession with, so that I 
had no assistance from them, On the contrary, 
their conversation, their preaching and their 
books were against me. I had no outward help 
but the Bible, and that I could not understand 
without Divine assistance.” 

One of the subjects on which he felt much 
concerned was, the doctrine of unconditional 
election and reprobation. It pleased the Lord 
to open his understanding clearly to perceive the 
error of this doctrine; and he was enabled to 
believe that Christ, who “ gave himself a ransom 
for all,” would “have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the Truth.” 

Before this period, “I had heard,” he says, “ of 
a people called Quakers, but was unacquainted 
with any of them. As I had never seen any of 
their writings, I knew not what doctrine they 
held, but ascribe all my knowledge in Divine 
things to the inward manifestations of grace and 
truth—the teaching of the Holy Spirit. It was 
Christ, the light of the world, the life of men, 
who opened to me the Scriptures, and gave me 
a discerning of their meaning; and as I was 
faithful and obedient to the pointings of truth, I 
was favored with further oud othe discoveries 
thereof.” He discoursed from time to time with 
one of his fellow-students (he was then at College) 
on the views that were presented to him, until 
they had gone over nearly all the doctrinal 
points mentioned by Robert Barclay, although 
at that time he knew nothing of his writings. 

When Daniel Stanton was quite young, he 
lived in a part of New Jersey where he had no 
opportunity of attending a place of religious 
worship, “ but the Lord,” he says, “was pleased, 
by his grace and good visitations, to operate on 
my mind, that I was made to dread and fear the 
great Almighty Being, and it was given me to 
know that ‘God is a spirit, and they who worship 
Him must worship Him in spirit and truth; 
and through the blessed knowledge of God by 
his Holy Spirit, I had great reproof in my own 
breast for sin and transgression, and dreaded to 
speak bad words, or do what was evil, and was 
brought by inward conviction to mourn and seek 
for mercy to my soul. And at a time when I 
heard of the suifering of my dear Saviour on the 
cross, and how He suffered unto death, my heart 
was broken before the Lord, and I went alone 
and wept, being much affected with a sense of his 
suffering by that hard-hearted people, the Jews, 
and of his being crucified. Great was the good- 
ness of the Almighty to me, in giving me a sense 
of many things appertaining to godliness, in the 
time of this tender visitation ; and I found by the 
divine witness in myself, that if I would be a 
disciple of Christ, I must take up my cross daily 
to that which displeaseth God, He being greatly 
to be feared and obeyed, and was worthy of the 
deepest reverence that my soul, body and strength 
could ascribe to his all-powerful name.” 

We believe there are thousands of witnesses to 


the fulfilment of the gracious promise, “they 
shall be all taught of God.” For the Apostle 
declares, “The grace of God which bringeth 
salvation hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
them, &c.,” so that it may truly be said, “there 
is no speech or language” where the voice of this 
Divine Instructor is not heard. 

The Lord teaches us not only by the direct 
impressions of his Spirit on the mind, but he often 
administers counsel by the incidents which he 
—_ to befall us. It was thus that Joseph 

oag was, on one occasion, taught not to regard 
as “common or unclean” the instrument which 
his master had prepared for usefulness. A woman 
Friend belonging to the same Quarterly Meeting 
with himself, was at one time exercised as a 
minister, and Joseph had entertained a prejudice 
against her, thinking that she was not fit to 
preach the Gospel. He awoke one morning with 
an impression that it would be right for him to 
attend a meeting at some distance from his home. 
As the feeling of duty grew clearer and clearer, 
he arose, and reached the house in time for the 
meeting. A religious exercise spread over his 
mind, and when he thought the time for service 
had come, he put forth his hand to take hold on 
the rail in front of him, in order to rise. At the 
same time, this woman Friend, who was a member 
of that meeting, rose with the very words that 
had presented him to commence with. He con- 
tinued in his seat, and the subject opened before 
him, as if he had been commissioned to preach 
to the people ; but she was the mouth piece who 
delivered it all, while he said nothing. After a 
time the current seemed to close up in his mind; 
and then the woman sat down. He felt relieved 
from any vocal service, and, when the meeting 
closed, mounted his horse and rode away. On 
his way home, as he reflected on this singular 
occurrence, he was favored to see that it contained 
a lesson of instruction for himself; and it was 
effectual in removing the predjudice he had 
cherished. In speaking of it, he remarked, “I 
was bound to acknowledge that it was the Gospel 
she preached.” 

When the late Joseph Edgerton of Ohio was 
in Philadelphia, and at the house of Sarah Hill- 
man, on the 20th of Sixth Month, 1851, he 
related the following items of his own experience, 
which are given nearly in his own words :— 

“It was five years after I first spoke in meeting, 
before I ventured or could find strength to open 
my mouth in that way again. And now, in 
looking back to that long and sorrowful period, 
it seems unaccountable that I should have so long 
withstood the undoubted calls of duty; as I was 
rewarded for my first little act of dedication with 
sweet peace, and an assurance of being in the 
way. of my duty in offering it. It was not 
stubborn wilfulness that sealed my lips, for there 
was no time during that long period but what I 
would have been glad to have obeyed the call, 
if I could have felt assured that the Lord required 
it of me. I felt so poor and weak, and thought 
myself so unfit, and every way so unworthy, that 
I seemed afraid to move again; and often con- 
cluded it was all a delusion. 

“T now remember a dream I had not long 
after my first appearance in public, which was 
descriptive of what I had passed through, as well as 
prophetic of what was in store for me. I thought 
that I was furnished with wings, that I tried 
them and was much surprised at the ease with 
which I could mount up above this lower world, 
and soar in the clear firmament of Heaven. 
My heart seemed filled with joy and gladness; 
and with gratitude also, because I had been so 
highly favored. But then I soon let in the 
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reasoner, and began to ~— whether this could 
really be so. I knew I was a poor, unworthy 
creature ; and, as my doubts increased and faith 
lessened, I found my power of flight rapidly 
declining ; so that I was soon brought back to 
the earth, from which I could not again raise 
myself, though I repeatedly tried my wings. I 
now found myself on the brink of a great dark 
gully, which 1 had to cross to gain the plain, 
open country which I could see beyond. Oh! 
what toiling and plunging I had to endure, and 
this for a long season, ere I was enabled to get 
out of this horrible pit. But, as I was enabled 
eventually to attain the pleasant country beyond 
this dark and dismal valley, in my dream, so I 
was encouraged to toil on in my weary course 
after that good land which I had seen to be 
beyond this region of doubt, darkness and woe; 
and I may now acknowledge that the Lord did 
enable to toil through, and to praise Him on the 
banks of deliverance. 

“T have now brought to my remembrance 
another dream, which I had a little before I 
appeared the second time in public testimony; 
which was on this wise: 

“T thought I was in company with a large 
circle of friends, one of whom was a minister 
visiting in our neighborhood. This Friend was 
giving a very thrilling account of a young man 
who had come to an untimely end, perishing 
miserably. The narrative was much like that 
Young gives of him he calls Altamont. As the 
friend (William Flanner) finished the story, he 
turned to me and said, ‘ Joseph, if thou had been 
faithful, this young man would not have perished.’ 
The horror I felt at this declaration awakened 
me, and I was truly glad to find that it was only 
a dream.” J. W. 


The Kingdom which Cannot be Moved.—The 
excellent Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, was ob- 
liged to quit the city in consequence of increasing 
persecutions ; he went with one of his disciples to 
a region in the vicinity. In the cool of the 
evening the Bishop was walking under the shade 
of the magnificent trees which stood in front of 
his rural abode ; here he found his disciple sitting 
under an oak-tree, leaning his head upon his 
hand, and weeping. Then the old man said, 
““My son, why weepest thou?” The disciple 
lifted up his head, and said, “Shall I not mourn 
and weep when I think of the kingdom of truth 
upon earth? Tempests are gathering round it, 
and will destroy it. Many of its adherents have 
become apostates, and have denied and abused 
the truth, proving that unworthy men may 
confess it with their lips, though their hearts are 
far from it. This fills my heart with sorrow, and 
my eyes with tears.” Then Polycarp smiled, 
and answered, “ My son, the kingdom of Divine 
truth is like unto a tree which a countryman 
reared in his garden. He set the seed secretly 
and quietly in the ground, and left it; the seed 
put forth leaves, and the young tree grew up 
among weeds and thorns. Soon the tree reared 
itself above them, and the weeds died, because 
the shadow of the branches overcame them. 
The tree grew, and the winds blew on it and 
and shook it, but its roots clung firmer and firmer 
to the ground, taking hold of the rocks down- 
ward, and its branches reached unto heaven. 
Thus the tempest served to increase the firmness 
and strength of the tree. When it grew higher, 
and its shadow spread farther, then the thorns 
and weeds grew again around the tree; but it 
heeded them not in its loftiness. There it stood, 
in calm, peaceful grandeur—a tree of God! ”— 
Selected. 


For “ The Friend.” 


“God Gave Him Another Heart.” 


Ist Samuel x. 9. 

When Saul was called to be king over Israel, 
he had to be prepared for the place he was to 
occupy. Though he was “from his shoulders 
and upwards higher than other people,” which 
would make him to be considered a suitable per- 
son for a king, yet there was another requisite in 
the mind of God. After he had received “an- 
other heart,” he became as one of the prophets, 
therefore it became a proverb, “Is gout also 
among the prophets?” Without going into de- 
tail of Saul’s life; how he fell away from the heart 
that was given him, and how he died an igno- 
minious death, it sufficeth to say, it shows the 
weakness of the human heart, unless there is a 
confiding trust in God abode in. 

Soon after the war of the rebellion, there was 
a man with whom I have some acquaintance, 
who was a member of the Society of Friends, and 
had always attended meetings diligently. He 
felt his heart was hard, and he could not obtain 
a better heart. He wrote letters to a number of 
ministers, asking them to come to his house on a 
certain day and hour. Many of them came, not 
knowing why the invitation had been sent. He 
stated to them briefly why he had sent for them. 
They settled down in silence and held a meet- 
ing, in which prayer and exhortation were offered. 
The company then returned to their respective 
abodes, except one Friend who could not con- 
veniently, and remained over night. At the 
evening reading of the Bible, before retiring for 
the night, this Friend delineated the character 
of the man in a very remarkable manner, she 
having never had any acquaintance with him. 
His heart was very much humbled and contrited, 
even more than he had known before, and for 
several days the contrition increased. 

One day, soon after, while riding along the 
public highway, he felt so burdened he dis- 
mounted, and knelt down in a secret place, and 
wrestled in prayer for deliverance. A little light 
broke into his heart; he carefully watched this 
appearance, and ultimately experienced a change 
in his feelings, for “God gave him another 
heart.” 

The difference in the circumstances which I 
have noted is very apparent: one sought and ob- 
tained a change of heart, but it was miraculous- 
ly bestowed upon the other. I am a constant 
reader of “ The Friend,” and often appreciate its 
contents. In “The Friend” of Second Month 
5th, mention was made by one of the contributors, 
of the profit to be derived, both by older and 
younger Friends, from reading the approved 
writings of Friends, which are published in the 
Friends’ Library. This is in accordance with 
my views. Martua Corrin. 

Thorntown, Ind., Second Mo. 10th, 1887. 


A Library in Herculaneum.—The eruption of 
Vesuvius in the year A. D. 79, overwhelmed both 
Pompeii and Herculaneum. The volcano first 
threw out ashes, and these, saturated with the 
heated vapor which also came from the crater in 
enormous volumes, formed mud. This falling 
into Pompeii literally blotted it out. Later, the 
lava streams began to flow toward Herculaneum, 
burying the greater part of that city under ninety- 
five feet of lava; consequently it has never since 
seen daylight, though the theatre has been emptied 
of scorie and can be seen underground. The 
streets and houses of Pompeii were opened after 
an entombment of more than eighteen centuries. 
At one point in Herculaneum the lava stream 
divided, leaving a large villa with its garden 


and porticoes, columns, statues, mosaics and foun. 
tains, and this being filled only with ashes hag 
been opened to the light and its treasures re. 
moved to the Museum in Naples. 

In the process of excavating the workmen 
found a small room which contained piles of 
what looked like charcoal sticks, and many of 
these they thoughtlessly destroyed. But some 
one, observing the regularity of arrangement, 
examined them more closely, and discovered 
upon them Greek and Latin words. The rollg 
were carefully taken to the Royal Museum at 
Portici, and proved to be a valuable collection 
of manuscript books, the most important being 
several works of the Philosophy of Epicurus, g 
treatise upon Music, one upon Vice and Virtue, 
and one on Rhetoric by Philodemus, a Syrian 
philosopher. The first pages of nearly all these 
rolls are missing, but the titles are repeated at 
the end. They are written in columns from 
twenty to forty lines each, without punctuation 
or capitals to mark the sentences. The paper 
upon which they were written consists of v 
thin leaves of the papyrus pulp, frail of itself and 
charred by heat. It is exceedingly difficult to 
unroll them without breaking or injuring the 
writing. The Padre Piaggi invented a machine 
for this purpose which is very delicate and tedi- 
ous in its operation. Of seventeen hundred and 
fifty papyri, but five hundred have been success 
fully opened. In the library with these were 
also found inkstands of curious designs, a stylus 
and its case, and busts in bronze of Epicurus, 
Zeno and Hermachus, bearing their names in 
Greek letters. 


The Hard-worked Women of oe 
H. Norris in the Christian Advocate thus speaks 
of the labor performed by the women of the 
poorer classes in Europe :— 

“Whether looking on the ordinary English 
village, with its pathetic and barren absence of 
land around the cottages; whether travelling 
through sunny France and watching women as 
“sional men” on the railways, or, shovel in hand, 
repairers of the road-bed ; or in Belgium, gazing 
breathlessly as I saw women with bare feet tra- 
versing the tops of coal cars at the mines, their 
shoulders bent beneath huge coal-sacks, their 
arms knotted with muscle; or in Germany, view- 
ing with admiration the highly cultivated plains, 
and with sadness the hundreds of women, many 
a one three-score years and ten, digging, wre 
plowing, under heavy rains; or in Switzerland, 
observing that cows, dogs, and women were the 
chief burden-bearers ; or in Italy, noticing gaunt, 
sun-burned, bare-headed women, bared to 
knees, standing in the wet rice-fields, or side by 
side with men, and under a burning sun, — 
the same heavy and primitive implements wit 
which to break the hard earth into fineness; I 
have asked myself, ‘ What, indeed is womanly? 
What, indeed is manly?’ ” 


Natural History, Science, &. 


Impurity in Ice.—Dr. Frenkel of Berlin has 
been making some examination of the impurity 
in different specimens of ice, as shown by the 
number of bacteria developed in a gelatine 
solution by the water obtained by melting. 

The first ice examined was obtained from & 
lake-like expansion of the Spree above Berlin. 
The number of colonies of bacteria which orig 
nated from one centimetre of water varied from 
80 to 6,300. This great difference probably 
depended on where the ice was found—whether 
near the bank or in the purer part of the stream 
towards the centre. Water containing so many 














germs would be condemned for purposes of com- 
mon use. Moreover, there is reason to believe 
that the water itself from which the ice was 
taken was worse than the ice; for the Doctor 
found that on counting the germs in water and 
then freezing the water, the corresponding ice 
contained only about one-fifth the number of 
developable germs. 

Ice made from distilled water was also tested ; 
and this was found to be nearly free from germs; 
one centimeter of the water obtained by melting 
it not showing a single germ, in some cases; and 
the highest number present being only about 14. 
The author arrived at the conclusion that the 
common “raw” ice, such as is obtained from 
ponds and streams, should not be taken with food, 
or used in the treatment of wounds, on account 
of the large number of bacteria capable of de- 
velopment which it contains. Of course, if the 
water is pure before freezing, the ice itself will 


be so. 


Adulteration of Butter—Gelatine is used in 
parts of the West to adulterate butter, giving 
consistency and adding to the weight. 


Accidents from Kerosene Oil—Accidents al- 
ways arise either from impure oils or from the 
improper use of the oil for the kindling of fires. 

A case illustrating both is fresh in memory. 
On a hot day a quart can not half full of impure 
kerosene had been setting where rays of the sun 
came upon it. There was so much of naptha 
and other volatile vapors arising from the oil as 
to fill the top of the can with explosive gases. A 
servant in lighting the fire poured a little upon 
the dying embers, when a flash, an explosion 
followed. The can was blown to the ceiling so 
as to cut a hole to the lath, and the garments of 
the person set on fire, and death soon followed. 

In many cases there is burning without ex- 
plosion, from the mere scattering about of the oil 
after it has caught fire. Real explosion is the 
exception. Buta little of this highly inflammable 
vapor catches fire and sets fire to the oil, and the 
person is enveloped in the quickly spreading 
flame. Chemists and manufacturers have not 
been slow to detect the causes of the explosions 
or of the generation of these extra inflammable 
gases. Modes of refining were soon adopted by 
which a standard of perfect safety could be 
secured. Unfortunately the greed of some refiners 
led them to put on the market some of the unsafe 
compounds, because a price could be obtained 
for what would otherwise be a waste or very low- 
priced product. 


Grape Disease—The disease known as the 
Black Rot in grapes is the result of a small 
Fungus. A brown faint spot appears on the 
berry, which spreads over it. As soon as the 
berry shows any sign of the disease, the living 
threads or mycelium may be detected by the 
microscope, traversing the cells of the grape. 
At the terminations of these threads little cells 
are formed in which the spores or seeds of the 
Fungus are developed. These will germinate in 
water in the space of 3 or 4 hours and form new 
plants. To check the spread of the disease, it is 


a to gather and burn the infected 
Tuit. 


The Manufacture of Shot—Shot are made of 
lead alloyed with a very small proportion of 
arsenic, which has the property of causing the 
melted lead as it falls through the fine holes of 
sieve to form into globular drops. The lead 
hardens as it falls from the summit of the tower 
or building in which the shot are made; and is re- 
ceived into water at the base, which prevents the 
globules from being flattened by the concussion. 
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After the shot has reached the bottom it is at 
once lifted out by an elevator and thrown upon 
an inclined drying table, over which they slide, 
falling finally into a wire gauze rotating cylinder. 
Then they are rolled and ground together, and 
in this way the minute burrs upon them are re- 
moved. rom the cylinder another elevator 
lifts the shot upon a screening table. This con- 
sists of a series of planes arranged at gradually 
decreasing heights. Between each two there is 
an interval. 

The shot being started at the head of the 
highest plane, will, if perfect, roll from one plane 
to another, jumping over the intermediate spaces. 
If imperfect, however, it tumbles, and goes back 
to the melting kettle. The good shot, after 
passing this ordeal, reaches the separators. It 
should be explained that there are usually several 
tables, each being devoted to a different size of 
shot. The little leaden globes are next elevated 
to the top cylinder of a series, arranged on an 
incline. They are conical in form, and covered 
with perforated sheet brass. Each cylinder 
serves as a sieve for a particular size of shot, 
retaining that and allowing all smaller sizes to 
escape. The shifting goes on until each cylinder 
has picked out the particular class of shot to 
which it is adapted. 


Explosion of Old Shells.—Lately there burst at 
Thionville, near Metz, an old shell, preserved 
from the year 1870, which killed a boy playing 
near. The authorities therefore made a search 
for any shells kept as memorials, and found more 
than a hundred. Their possessors are mostly 
unaware of the danger incurred in keeping these 
unexploded shells, gathered from the battlefields, 
so that it is a wonder more accidents have not 
occurred. All those found are to be carefully 
exploded by the military authorities. 


Weasels.—In May, 1878, a pair of small weasels 
took up their abode near my house (near the 
Delaware River below Trenton). My first in- 
timation of their presence was the marked dim- 
inution in the number of ground-squirrels. Then 
a young chicken, now and then, was found lying 
dead, with a hole in its neck. The cry of 
“ Weasel!” was set up, but none were seen for 
some time. During the first week in June, as I 
was looking for birds’ nests, I spied one of these 
animals running in the path before me. Like a 
flash it disappeared in a stump that extended 
into the path. It was evident that this weasel 
had its home here. 

Soon after this the weasels transferred their 
quarters to a rats’ burrow under a pig-sty, not 
far off, and made a radical change in their habits 
and diet, in so far as they now fed exclusively 
upon the rats in the neighborhood. There was 
found in their new quarters a large pile of rats’ 
bones, and, as subsequent experience proved, these 
little weasels effectually cleared the premises of 
that terrible pest. My dog, however, was con- 
stantly on the watch and finally worried the 
weasels so that they again sought new quarters. 
In September I found them again, and this time 
they had made a new home under a large oak 
growing on the border of a meadow. Here they 
seemed to be living wholly upon crickets, frogs 
and mice, particularly the pretty white-footed or 
smaller jumping mouse. The number of common 
black crickets and grass-hoppers destroyed by 
them was enormous, and this act went a great 
way towards recommending the animal as being 
really sometimes as beneficial as it was at others 
destructive. Certainly this one family of weasels 
did me no harm. They destroyed ited 


young chickens, I know, but this is offset by 
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ridding me of a plague of rats, and then of the 
—a I have mentioned. 

Quite late in the month, while standing on the 
border of a wide stretch of meadow, the grass on 
which had lately been mown, I saw a jumping 
mouse give an enormous leap, and no sooner had 
it touched the ground that it leaped a second 
time, with even greater energy, but not in the 
same direction. Going quiekly toward it, I was 
surprised to see a little weasel bound nimbly over 
the grass. As it turned out, there were three of 
these animals near each other, and undoubtedly 
associated together at the hunt. On my remaining 

uiet the weasels resumed their hunt, and one of 
the three in concert, flushed the mouse several 
times, before it reached the thicket near by, 
which, I hope at least, afforded it security against 
their tireless persecution—C. C. Abbotts’ Natu- 
ralists’ Rambles. 





Items. 


—A Spiritualist Exposed——The New York Times 
states that a woman named Ross has been holding 
some remarkable spiritualistic exhibitions at Boston, 
which have excited the wonder of some scientific 
and literary men. Suspicions of fraud having been 
awakened in the uel of some of her visitors, a 
party of twelve agreed to attempt an expose. A 
moment or two before the signal was given, one of 
the party was conversing with what professed to be 
a “ materialized spirit.” The young man seized the 
“shadow” by the hand and drew it into the middle 
of the room. At the same instant the light was 
turned on, and the different performers seized. Four 
boys and a little girl were found inside the curtain, 
who during the evening had figured as deceased 
friends and relatives. 

“The mystery of the cabinet was also solved. It 
consisted of a curtain drawn across one corner of 
the room where the walls were apparently solid. 
Investigation showed that by an ingenious mechani- 
cal contrivance the board could be lifted, leaving 
an open space into a closet in the back parlor. In 
the melee one of the party was quite severely cut 
by broken glass, but beyond this no injury was re- 
ceived by any one. Mr. and Mrs. Ross made no 
attempt at explanation, but refunded the money 
paid by each person who had witnessed the seance.” 


—Denominational Schools.—The ecclesiastical au- 
thorities of the Catholic Church in this country are 
using much effort to have the children of Catholic 
— educated in schools under their supervision, 

3ut as many of their people are poor, they wish the 

expense to be defrayed out of the public funds. 
One attempt in this direction is the recent introduc- 
tion into the Legislature of New York of an Act 
which contains a clause that “The schools es- 
tablished and maintained by the New York Catholic 
Protectory shall participate in the distribution of 
Common School Funds in the same manner and 
degree as the Common Schools of the City and 
County of New York.” It will probably be vigor- 
ously opposed by those who think that every de- 
nomination should support its own sectarian schools; 
and that a departure from this course foreshadows 
the destruction of the present common school sys- 
tem. 


— Observance of Christmas.—We have a day called 
Christmas without any Bible sanction—a purely 
Roman Catholic day, on which more sin and sacri- 
lege and pagan foolishness is committed than on 
any day in the year. If it were the will of God to 
observe Christ’s natural birthday, we might expect 
to read, ‘Remember the Christmas day, to keep it 
holy.” If it had been the judgment of the framers 
of (tine Methodist] Discipline, we would find it there 
—but not a word. When Protestants observe these 
days, they ignore the New Testament entirely, and 
on the authority of the Catholic traditions turn to 
those things that made Paul afraid: ‘‘ Ye observe 
days, * * * I am afraid of you.” (Gal. iv. 10).— 
J. H. C., in Christian Advocate. 


—Armaments vs. Peace-—The Herald of Peace 
speaks of the folly of equipping and maintaining 


armies and fleets, with a professed object of prevent- 
ing war. It says: “They fill Europe with inflam- 
mable materials, which they are heaping higher and 
higher every year, in the form of rival armaments, 
and all the while declare that that is the only way 
to prevent a conflagration? Just as well recom- 
mend us, as a security against fire, to store up in 
our cellars and closets any quantity of gunpowder, 
dynamite, petroleum, and lucifer matches. We 
flatter our military masters by talking of them as 
our brave defenders against invasion and attack, 
while, in fact, they are the very men who provoke 
and almost invite attack by their miserable mixture 
of loud bluster and cowardly alarm. Forgetting 
the words of the wisest of men, that ‘a soft answer 
turneth away wrath, but grievous words stir up 
anger,’ we admire and applaud language of menace 
“a defiance from the tribune and press as the vehi- 
cle of a ‘spirited’ policy.” 
_—_—__—... 

When the creature and its works are in the 
grave, when self is entirely dead, then the Creator 
is the most glorified. 
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On page 211 of the present volume of “ The 
Friend,” is an article by our friend Adam Spen- 
cer, relating to the general condition of the So- 
ciety of Friends; and in particular pointing out 
some of the causes which led to the separation 
in Canada Yearly Meeting. Among these he 
mentions the introduction of doctrines at vari- 
ance with those heretofore held by our Society ; 
and also the difference in judgment among 
Canada Friends as to the adoption of the revised 
discipline of New York Yearly Meeting of 1877, 
for which many of them were not prepared. 

As this article seemed to be a clear statement 
of important facts, and to be written in so mild 
a manner as to give no unnecessary offence, it 
was admitted into our columns. Soon after its 
publication, we received a letter from a member 
of New York Yearly Meeting, who was uneasy 
lest our readers should conclude “ that the faith 
and practice of our oe York] members was 
in an intellectual belief and acceptance of the 
Atonement, without the reception of the Lord 
Jesus in the heart, as our ever-cleansing, heart- 
changing power.” 

We forwarded the letter to A. Spencer, who 
says in reply: “I was not treating of the stand- 
ing of New York Yearly Meeting as to doctrine; 
but its official act of revising its discipline is not 
approved by the members of Canada, who are 
loyal to Friends’ principles.” 

We hope this explanation will prove satisfac- 
tory to our New York Friend. 

From a comparison made some years ago of 
the revised Discipline of 1877 with that before 
in force, we are not surprised at the want of ap- 
proval manifested by Canada Friends. The im- 
pression it made upon us was, that in rewriting 
the doctrinal statements contained in it, there 
had been an effort to eliminate that which was 
distinctively “Friendly.” While the statement 
in the revised Discipline might contain very 
little that a sound Friend would object to, yet 
the frequent omission of that which was charac- 
teristic of the spiritual views of the Society, 
created alarm and uneasiness. We are, there- 
fore, not surprised that many of the Canada 
Friends, as A. Spencer states, “ are of the opinion 
that the wording [of the Discipline of 1877] is 
so ambiguous and defective as not to be a true 
exposition of the doctrines and practices of 
Friends.” 


THE FRIEND. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unitep Sratres.—The Richmond Hotel, in Buffalo, 
New York, was destroyed by fire before daylight on 
the morning of the 18th instant. Several of the guests 
and other occupants perished in the flames or were 
killed or injured by jumping from the windows. The 
flames spread to the St. James Hall, adjoining, and 
burned out several firms. The total loss is estimated 
at $400,000. 

Two slight earthquakes were felt at Charleston and 
Summerville, in South Carolina, at 9 o’clock on the 
morning of the 17th instant. The tremor wassharper in 
Summerville than in Charleston, but no damage was 
done. On the evening of the 18th, another shock was 
felt at Summerville. It was the severest felt there for 
two months. 

The Governor of Tennessee has signed the bill sub- 
mitting to the people a prohibition amendment to the 
Constitution. The election will be held in the Ninth 
Month. 

In the Illinois House of Representatives on the 16th 
instant, a bill for the submission of a prohibitory 
amendment to the Constitution at the next general 
election, was defeated by 78 nays to 65 yeas. 

The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania has sustained 
the conviction of Samuel Johnson of murder in the 
first degree. Johnson was indicted, tried and convicted 
of the murder of John Sharpless, of Chester. The 
Court said, among other things: “ The trial through- 
out appears to have been conducted with due regard to 
the rights of the prisoner, and we find nothing in the 
judgment that would justify a reversal.” The criminal 
will now have no hope of his life being spared, except 
through the clemency of the Board of Pardons and the 
Governor. 

The capital punishment law in Maine has been re- 
pealed, and imprisonment for life is substituted for 
death in all cases of murder in the first degree. “Such 
convicts, however, are to be kept in close confinement, 
away from all associations,” and no pardoning power 
is left to the Governor and Council unless the convict 
is proved innocent. 

A heavy white frost has nipped early vegetables in 
the northern and middle counties of Florida and South- 
east Georgia. 

The floods in Dakota continue. All attempts to dis- 
lodge the ice gorge above Mandan have proved futile, 
and telegraphic communication with that place has 
been cut off. All the lowlands between Mandan and 
Bismarck were flooded, and the Boston syndicate pro- 
perty, including a flouring mill and some fifty resi- 
dences, elevator shops and everything south of the 
track, was submerged. At Pierre the river was higher 
than at any time since 1881. 

The Salvation Army in Nevada City, Nev., has been 
required to pay a license, the authorities holding that 
their “ praise meetings” are “shows.” 

The deaths in this city last week numbered 436, 
which was 20 less than during the previous week, and 
21 less than during the corresponding period last year. 
Of the whole number 226 were males and 210 females: 
251 adults and 185 minors: 65 died of consumption; 
51 of pneumonia; 26 of old age; 20 of diseases of the 
heart; 18 of bronchitis; 14 of croup; 14 of inflamma- 
tion of the brain; 14 of inflammation of the stomach 
and bowels; 14 of typhoid fever, and 13 of Bright’s 
disease. . 

Markets, &e.—U. S. 4}’s, 109}; 4’s, registered, 1273; 
coupon, 1283; 3’s, 101; currency 6’s, 1263 a 1363. 

Cotton was quiet but firm, at 10} cts. for middling 
uplands. 

Petroleum was dull at 63 cts. for 70 Abel test in bar- 
rels, and 8} cts. for 110 test in cases. 

Feed was in light supply and firm with a fair de- 
mand. Sales of 4 cars prime to choice winter bran at 
$19.75 a $20 per ton. Quotations: Bran, western 
winter, spot, per ton, $19 a $20; do., spring, spot, $18 
a $18.50 

Flour and Meal.—The movement in flour was slow 
and unsatisfactory, but prices were steadily held. Sales 
of 250 barrels Ohio, clear, at $4; 125 barrels do. 
straight, at $4.40; 125 barrels Indiana straight, at 
$4.35 ; 375 barrels winter patent, at $4.62} a $4.75; 
125 barrels Minnesota, clear, at $4, and 500 barrels do. 
— at $4.75 a $5. Rye flour was quiet, at $3 per 

arrel for choice. 

Grain.—Wheat ruled steady, No. 2 white closing at 
89} cts. bid and 90 cts. asked. Corn was unchanged, 
No. 2 mixed closing at 45} cts. bid, and 46 cts. asked. 
Oats was dull but steady, No. 2 white closing at 35} 
cts. bid and 36} cts. asked. 

Beef cattle were fairly active, at 4 a 5} cts. 

Sheep were in fair demand; extra, 54 a 53 cts.; 


good, 5 a 5} cts.; medium, 4} a 4} cts.; common, 3} 

4 cts.; lambs, 43 a 7} cts. 

ene were active; Western, 8} a 8} cts.; State, 8 
cts. 

Milch calves were firm at 5 a 8 cts. Milch cows 
were fairly active at$25 a $50. 

Forre1gn.—At midday, on the 15th instant a remark. 
able darkness enveloped London. It was as dark ag 
midnight in the entire region of Charing Cross, White. 
hall and the Strand, the atmosphere being pitchy 
black. In the east and southwest portions of the cit 
it was somewhat clearer. Snow was falling heavily at 
the time. 

The English Cabinet has decided upon a land pur. 
chase scheme based upon revised rentals. Under this 
scheme, therefore, landlords will fare worse than they 
would under Gladstone’s bill. 

On the 21st instant, W. H. Smith gave notice that 
the Government would move that the new Irish Crimes 
bill have precedence over all orders of the day. 

John Morley at once gave notice that he would move 
an amendment to the Government’s motion to the effect 
that the “ House decline to set aside business in favor 
of a measure increasing the stringency of the law in 
Ireland whilst no effective security is taken against the 
abuse of the law by the exaction of excessive rents,” 
It is the intention of the Parnellites and a large section 
of the Gladstonians to oppose the coercion bill at every 
stage, even to force a division on the formal motion for 
permission to introduce the bill, All the parties have 
issued urgent whips. 

Earthquake shocks were felt at Munich and in its 
vicinity on the 15th instant. At the same time a heavy 
snow storm prevailed throughout Bavaria and Wur- 
temburg. 

Letters from Prague refer to an earthquake on the 
19th instant around Pezibram and say that the village 
of Birkenberg was destroyed, the inhabitants taking 
refuge in Prague. 

It is stated that a new alliance between Germany, 
Austria and Italy places each of these Powers on an 
equality. All three will undertake the protection of 
individual interests, the infringement of which might 
disturb the peace of Europe. 

The RussianEmbassy in London has received des- 
patches confirming the reports of the discovery of a 
plot to assassinate the Czar and the arrest of the 
ringleaders. These despatches say that no actual at- 
tempt was made to kill the Czar, as the plot had been 
discovered before he left the palace. 

The police have become alarmed at St. Petersburg, 
They have been informed that numerous widespread 
bands of Nihilists are ready for immediate action. 

Two shocks of earthquake were felt onthe 17th inst, 
at Quemados, on the Island of Cuba. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 


A Stated Meeting of the Committee having ch 
of the Boarding School at Westtown, will be held in 
Philadelphia on Sixth-day, Fourth Mo. Ist, at 11 A.M 
The Committee on Instruction will meet the same 
day at 9 a. M., and the Committee on Admissions at 


9.30. Wo. Evans, Clerk. 
Philada., Third Mo. 1887. 
JOURNAL OF JOSEPH HOAG. 
Henry Longstreth, No. 723 Sansom St., has a few 
copies of the above interesting volume, which will be 
sent by mail on receipt of one dollar. 


NOTICE. 

The next meeting of Friends’ Teachers’ Association 
of Philadelphia, will be held at 140 North Sixteenth 
Street, Philada., on Seventh-day, Fourth Mo. 2nd, at 
2p.M. Friends are cordially invited to attend. 


TRACT ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS. 


The Annual Meeting of the Association will be held 
in the Committee-room of Arch Street Meeting-house, 
on Fourth-day evening, the 30th instant, at 7.30 o’clock. 

Friends generally are invited to attend. 

EDWARD MARIS, 

Third Mo. 1887. ) 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 


Until further notice the stage will connect with the 
7.02 and 9.03 morning trains from Broad St., to convey 
passengers to the School; and at other times when 
timely notice is sent to J.G. WriiiaMs, Supt, 


WM. H. PILE’S SONS, PRINTERS, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 








